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Minister Rev John Ritson

Senior Stewards Mr Ron Campbell

Mr Mark Pickering

Mrs Winnie Pickering

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Lunt

Property Steward Mr Colin Domville

Envelope Scheme Secretary Mr Graham Marks

Gift Aid Secretary Mr Bill Roberts

Church Council Secretary Mrs Margaret Nicholas

Sunday School Leader Mrs Margaret Nicholas

Booking Officer Mrs Edna Gilmour

Safeguarding Officers Mr Graham Marks

Mrs Lin Marks

This Church is in Covenant Membership with other Churches of Formby,

Altcar and Hightown and with Trinity United Church in Peterborough,

Ontario, Canada.

We give a warm welcome to all visitors worshipping with us. Please make

yourselves known to the Church Stewards in the Porch. The services for the

month are listed in the Newsletter. We hope you will take the opportunity to

worship with us. Coffee is served in the Hall after the morning service.

Hearing Aid System: An inductive loop system is in operation. This enables

you to sit wherever you wish. Please turn your hearing aid to the ‘T’ position.

Junior Church meets from 10.15 am.

Weekly Notices: items can be by phone but PREFERABLY by

e-mail to Irene Watts by 4.00pm on the Wednesday.

Photocopying Contacts:-

Wendy Lunt

Olva Clayton

Carol Shanks

Gordon Harrison

Margaret Carleton

Mark Pickering

Sue Ensor

John Ensor

Doris Shewring

Susan Howden
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Dear Friends

Heraclitus: modern technology is marvellous I misspelled the name and the

spell checker corrected it! Heraclitus may sound like something you should

see the doctor about but in fact he was a philosopher living in Ephesus

around 560 BC. Son of a noble family he was by all accounts a miserable

individual: he hated people and was happy to spend his time alone brooding

over deep mysteries. Having pondered deeply he would explain his thoughts

and conclusions in such a ponderous and incomprehensible manner no one

knew what he was talking about: he was called “The Obscure”.

One statement for which he is credited is: “A man cannot step into the same

river twice”. He argued that after stepping out of the river it flowed on and

what a person stepped back into was not the same river: it had changed. He

used this as an illustration of the world being in a constant state of flux,

everything changing all of the time and asked: “If that is so, why is life not a

complete chaos?”

Through his observations Heraclitus concluded there was order and reason

in creation. He went further and asked why do people have an understanding

of right and wrong? From these observations and questions he determined

that something was involved in the universe and creation which gave order,

logic, reason and an ethic: the word he used to summarise this was ‘Logos’.

Writing in Ephesus several hundred years later the apostle John took that

same understanding and applied it to the one about whom he was writing: ‘In

the beginning was the word (Logos)’. John states that the Logos which gives

reason and understanding to the universe is God, God revealed through

Jesus Christ.

Today, with the aid of modern technology, scientists, physicists and

philosophers have an incomprehensibly greater understanding of the

universe, world and the sophistication of life and conclude there is no God:

no creator behind what they see. I read recently, can’t find where: “When a

scientist states categorically ‘There is no God,’ he ceases to be a scientist

and becomes a propagandist”.

Many who speak confidently of being atheist are expressing a set of beliefs

which they need to explain and justify if they are to have integrity but very
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few try to, relying instead on a vehement attack against religion based on

caricatures and ridicule. In the face of this too many Christians wilt into the

shadows and stay silent.

Our response should be a quiet presentation of our faith without rancour or

abuse in the certainty that when we step out in his name the God we worship

and adore is working even when we feel inadequate. Never be afraid to admit

we don’t have all the answers. We know what God thinks of the unbeliever

because he tells us several times in scripture, ie Psalm 14:1. Each one of us

should determine to share our faith with others and not be discouraged by

the response we receive because there are many people hungry for

something to give their life meaning and no one is telling them who it is.

John

~~~~~~~~~

Church Family News

We hope everyone has had a joyous Christmas and wish that 2012 will be a

year filled with God’s rich blessings.

Firstly congratulations to Margaret Carleton on the birth of her grandson,

Zac, born to Mel and Alexander on Christmas Day. Congratulations also to

Olva Clayton and May Evans on their special birthdays.

Since our last newsletter Lillian Barton has moved from Connell Court to

Ashcroft House, Formby.

Brenda Horton is still receiving treatment and wishes to thank everyone for

their prayers , visits and telephone calls.

A few of our members have not been too well recently and we hope they will

be soon back to good health and worshipping with us again.

Our thoughts and prayers are with our friends who are in residential care or

at home and unable to come to Church.

~~~~~~~~~

Food Bank

Thank you for your wonderful kindness in providing food for needy families

at Christmas – I have been told that the families were extremely grateful,

some moved to tears by your kindness having been so worried about how

they would have managed. I received a Christmas card from one family in

Seaforth who we have been helping for several years and which I would like

to share with you:–
(Continued on page 5)



5

“Dear all

Thank you for all the help you have given me over the years. Without the

help I don’t know where I would have been. So once again Thank you.

Ps Thank you Phil Happy Xmas to all from Bernadette and family xxx”

Bernadette is a grandmother, not in the best of health at the moment, and

she is looking after 4 grandchildren and one great granddaughter. This child

and her mother will have moved out late January to a flat nearby which

should make life a little easier for Bernadette. I have been able to supply

them with a few items for the flat which is unfurnished but any unwanted

items you may have could be helpful to this young mum.

Whilst it is upsetting to see the hardship some of these our neighbours are

experiencing it is also nice to see their joy when they receive your gifts. I

thank God for his blessings and for your kindness.

~~~~~~~~~

Sefton Childrens Trust

A friend and neighbour of ours has offered to support our trust by doing a

sponsored run in the Blackpool Marathon in March. Please would you consider

sponsoring him and thus help us raise the money for this year’s holiday.

Anything would be gratefully received.

Thanks. Phil Morgan

~~~~~~~~~

(Continued from page 4)

February

5 8.30am Rev J Ritson HOLY COMMUNION

10.30am Mr B Simmons

6.30pm Rev J Ritson HOLY COMMUNION

12 10.30am Rev J Ritson HOLY COMMUNION

6.30pm Mrs C Shanks

19 10.30am Rev S Hill

6.30pm Rev J Ritson

26 10.30am Rev J Ritson

Sunday Services
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Safeguarding

Lin and I are the safeguarding officers for our Church having been

nominated and approved by Church Council. This is quite a demanding role as

the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is of paramount

importance in the life of our Church. It is a legal requirement that we have

in place procedures, both vetting and investigative, to ensure our premises

are as safe as could possibly be. We have a safeguarding policy and a policy

statement that have been approved by Church Council. There is also a

booklet entitled ‘A Code of Practice and Guidelines for Safeguarding

Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults’, copies of which are displayed

in every room in the Church and Family Centre.

The Policy, the Statement and the Guidelines can also be found on the

Church website which can be accessed on

www.FormbyMethodistChurch.org.uk

All these documents are available to read in paper form, just ask .

Should you have any concerns please contact us in the first instance. If we

are unavailable please contact our Minister John Ritson.

Graham & Lin Marks

~~~~~~~~~

To the members of Formby Methodist Church,

Many thanks for the donations of toys, sweets and money we received just

before Christmas. One of our favourite tasks is making up toy parcels for

‘our’ families, and it is so much easier when there is a good selection to

choose from. We were able to deliver Christmas Hampers and bags of gifts

to the families, and they were very well-received.

We couldn’t do what we do without the generosity of people like yourselves,

so, on behalf of all at Sefton Children’s Trust.

THANK YOU!

Pam Mutch, Secretary

~~~~~~~~~

A Christian!

Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state accepted a call to a church

in Houston, Texas . Some weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride

the bus from his home to the downtown area. When he sat down, he

discovered that the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too much

change. As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, 'You'd better
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give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it.' Then he thought, 'Oh,

forget it, it's only a quarter. Who would worry about this little amount?

Anyway, the bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept

it as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet.'

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and then he handed

the quarter to the driver and said, 'Here, you gave me too much change'.

The driver, with a smile, replied, 'Aren't you the new preacher in town?'

'Yes' he replied. 'Well, I have been thinking a lot lately about going

somewhere to worship. I just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you

too much change. I'll see you at church on Sunday.'

When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest

light pole, held on, and said, 'Oh God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter.'

Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. This is a really scary

example of how much people watch us as Christians, and will put us to the

test! Always be on guard - and remember - you carry the name of Christ on

your shoulders when you call yourself 'Christian'.

Watch your thoughts ; they become words.

Watch your words; they become actions.

Watch your actions; they become habits.

Watch your habits; they become character.

Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.

Courtesy of Colin Scotting and Mike’s Funnies

~~~~~~~~~

CHURCH WALK

Saturday 11th February

Haigh Country Park

The walk takes us along the Leeds Liverpool Canal before crossing the River

Douglas and entering the grounds of the Country Park. It is an easy morning

walk of 6¼ miles. The walk can be shortened to 4½ miles for anyone not

wishing to do the full walk.

Lunch will be at the Owls restaurant in Standish.

Walking boots or stout shoes will be needed in case the canal bank is muddy.

Everyone is welcome. Please meet at Church at 9am.

Chris & Trevor
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Walks for 2012

Well, the year did not start very successfully as, for the first time in living

memory, our walk through the Pinewoods and Formby Beach was cancelled

due to the very heavy rain. However good company and lunch somewhat

made up for it.

The much coveted Jeffrey Award was presented to Brian Howden for ‘The

Walk with the Longest Wait at a Railway Crossing’. Congratulations Brian.

Here is a list of the proposed dates for 2012, but note they can at times be

changed so please check the monthly Newsletter:-

11 February – see item above for further information

3 March

31 March

28 April

26 May – pm + evening meal

7 July

4 August

8 September pm + evening meal

October tbc

24 November am + lunch

For further information please contact Lin or Margaret

~~~~~~~~~

Open House

On Tuesday 14th February at 8pm Betty Hayhurst will give a presentation

about "A Visit to the Antique & Collectors Fair" - you are invited to bring

along any of your antique items (except jewellery) for discussion.

On Tuesday 28th February at 8pm the Rev Katy Canty will give a talk on

"Life as a Prison Chaplain".

Speaker meetings take place in the Maple Leaf Room and Church members

and friends are most welcome - please support our visiting speakers.

Alan Tulley

~~~~~~~~~
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David Shanks – Genetik Course

In the last Newsletter, David Shanks wrote about the youth work training

that he is currently undertaking with The Message Trust. In order for

David to complete the course, he needs to provide his own funding for the

year, as well as all living expenses. As a church family, we would like to

offer David some financial support for the remainder of his training. If you

would like to help in this way, Sue Ensor is receiving donations to forward on

to David. Alternatively, speak to Sue, or one of the Stewards, about

pledging a regular amount over the next 6 months.

(Sue Ensor )

~~~~~~~~~

Theatre Group

We visit The Greenbank Theatre at Greenbank High School, Hillside on

Thursday 16th February 2012, to see The Southport Spotlights Musical

Theatre Society's production of 'SWEENEY TODD - The Demon Barber of

Fleet Street'. Curtain up at 7.30pm. A cushion to sit on is perhaps a good

idea!

Booking will open on Sunday 12th February 2012 for The Formby Little

Theatre's production of 'THE CORN IS GREEN' a drama by Emlyn Williams.

We visit on Thursday 26th April 2012. Tickets £8.00. Curtain up at

7.45pm. Booking will close on Sunday 25th March 2012.

If you wish to book for this production, please see Roy or Jean Allan,

Margaret Carleton, Ken Yarnell or David Blindell.

Roy Allan

~~~~~~~~~

Action for Children

Songs from the Shows

A concert will be held in the Church on Saturday 10th March at 7.30pm

performed by Maghull Musical Theatre Company. Tickets, priced at £5 or

£3 for children, are available from Norman or Mo Swain,

Spring Fair

The Spring Fair will be held on Saturday 12 May from 10am until 12noon.

Tickets will be available nearer the time. If anyone can help or has good

quality goods or raffle prizes we would be very grateful.

~~~~~~~~~
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Shoebox Appeal

Please could you help us to collect shoeboxes. If you have any please give to

Maureen and Andrew. Ask neighbours and friends to save any they get. We

used well over 500 boxes last year - and hope to do better this year. We

need boxes with separate lids only please.

~~~~~~~~~

Wednesday Morning Coffee

8 February - At the home of Norah Peel, Flat 3, Clifden Court

22 February - At the home of Val Hawgood, 108 Beechwood Drive

~~~~~~~~~

RECYCLE FOR CHARITY BRING YOUR OLD LASER & INK CARTRIDGES

PUT THEM IN THE GREY BIN IN THE CHURCH HALL THANK YOU
(Wendy Lunt)

Thank you for your support and keep bringing them - I’ve already sent off 2

crates for recycling.

Wendy.

~~~~~~~~~

2nd Cross Green Rainbow Unit

I would like to thank Jenny (Pickering) Clarke for the 12 years of service

she has given the Rainbow Unit held at the Methodist Church. When

Margaret Jordan left Jenny took over the running of the Unit despite being

in her final year at University and planning a wedding! Now other

commitments mean that Jenny is no longer able to help at the Unit. Thank

you, Jenny, very much for all the hard work and help you have given to

Girlguiding UK.

Further to our appeals for help we have recruited two new leaders, Ann

Swain and Siobhan Mulrooney, and under the guidance of Susan Howden the

Unit now is in good shape with a full complement of 18 Rainbows.

There is, however, a large waiting list soooooo if there is anyone out there

who would like to run/help to run a Rainbow Unit please contact me, Susan

Howden or Margaret Carleton.

Sheila Kirk

Division Commissioner
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The Station

Tucked away in our subconscious is an idyllic vision. We see ourselves on a

long trip that spans the country. We are travelling by train. Out of the

windows we drink in the passing scenes of cars on nearby highways, of

children waving at a crossing, of cattle grazing on a distant hillside, of

smoke pouring from a power plant, of row upon row of corn and wheat, of

flatlands and valleys, of mountains and rolling hillsides, of city skylines and

village halls.

But uppermost in our minds is the final destination. On a certain day at a

certain hour we will pull into the station. Bands will be playing and flags

waving. Once we get there so many wonderful dreams will come true and

pieces of our lives will fit together like a completed jigsaw puzzle.

How restlessly we pace the aisles, damning the minutes for loitering –

waiting, waiting, waiting for the station.

When we reach the station “that will be it!” we cry. “When I’m 18”, “when I

buy a new car”, “when I put my last child through high school”, “when I have

paid off the mortgage”, “when I get a promotion”, “when I reach the age of

retirement, I will live happily ever after”.

But sooner or later we must realise that there is no station in life, no one

place to arrive at once and for all. The true joy of life is the trip. The

station is only a dream. It constantly out distances us. It isn’t the burdens

of life that drive us mad. It is the regrets over yesterday and the fear of

tomorrow. Regret and fear are the two thieves who rob us of today.

So, stop pacing the aisles and counting the miles. Instead, climb more

mountains, swim more rivers, go barefoot more often, watch the sunsets,

eat more ice cream, laugh more and cry less.

Life must be lived as we go along. The station will be here soon enough.

Submitted by Jean Horne (from a newsletter in an Australian Church

~~~~~~~~~

Working with Young Families

Our first meeting has taken place and it was decided to hold a bi-monthly

get-together for young families on a Saturday from 10 am to 12 noon. The

dates agreed were Saturday, 28th April, Saturday 7th July, Saturday 29th

September and Saturday 24th November. We plan to have a story time,

singing , crafts, games and refreshments. The actual format and subject

matter to be agreed at a meeting planned for Friday, 17th February at 10 am.

It was also suggested and agreed to have a short service for parents &
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THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be published on SUNDAY 4 MARCH 2012. Items to the

news team by MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2012. Margaret Carleton 24 Queens Road

(831613) email: carletom@edgehill.ac.uk or Mo Swain 10 St Luke’s Drive (875803)

email: normandmo@hotmail.com. Any artwork or items for scanning should be submitted

to:- Wendy Lunt, 34 Wicks Lane (873235) email: wal@whitefriars.org.uk. Please

include, with each item submitted for publication, your name and telephone number.

Items, for inclusion in the next issue on the Sunday prior to the deadline may be given to

Jean Horne or Olva Clayton. N.B. Each newsletter costs AT LEAST 32p PLEASE

TAKE AN ENVELOPE AND BECOME A SUBSCRIBER. Thank you.

toddlers prior to Easter and Harvest. The first one is planned for Tuesday,

27th March in the afternoon.

If you feel you would like to help at any of the above or with the

preparations required beforehand please contact Colin/Doris Shewring or

Winnie/Mark Pickering.

~~~~~~~~~

Saturday Sing-along

The Worship Leaders invite you to join us for the next sing-along on

Saturday 25th February 10.30-12noon. This is an opportunity to learn some

new contemporary worship songs. If you enjoy singing, please come along.

~~~~~~~~~

End of an Era submitted by Wendy Lunt

It was with great sadness that I heard the news of the closure this coming

March of the Pre School Nursery at Elbow Lane. I cannot remember in the

last thirty years when there was not a Nursery on the Church premises.

Unfortunately due to a combination of problems, in particular in the last

year, that of the new Government grant allowance, the necessity for three

members of staff at all times because of the building layout and the lack of

support so that maximum numbers were enrolled, it has become financially

unviable to cover all the running costs.

This is a tragedy for the loyal parents with children already attending the

Nursery, who now face disruption in mid year; for the staff who are facing

redundancy; and the Church which has always seen the Nursery as playing a

vital role in the Community making sure that rent for the premises was kept

as low as possible.

We hope and pray that everyone involved, both child and adult, will find

suitable placement without too much worry.

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be published on SUNDAY 4 March. Items

to the news team by MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY. Please include with each

item submitted for publication your name and telephone number.

Newsletter Contribution E-mail:

Newsletter@formbymethodistchurch.org.uk

Hard copy items, for inclusion in the next issue on the Sunday prior to the

deadline may be given to Jean Horne or Olva Clayton.
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February

5 Jenny & Lynda

12 Kari & Sybil

19 Karen & Janet

Sunday Morning Crèche Rota

Flower Rota

Vicky Jenions

February

5 Mrs May Eve

12 Mrs Lunt Ann

19 Mr & Mrs Morgan

& Mrs Kemp

Barbara

26 Mrs Bousfield Vicky

4 Mrs Douglas Eve

March

Flower Distribution

Margaret Tate

February

5 Christina Clarke

12 Ron Taylor

19 Margaret Tate

26 Janet Bowker

4

March

Christina Clarke

Door Duty

Roy Allan

February

12 Trevor & Maureen Simpson

19 Colin Shewring & Mo Swain

26 Ron Taylor & Margaret Tate

4

March

Ken Yarnell & Mary Tripp

Sunday Refreshments

Margaret Carleton

February

5 Badminton

12 B Hodson & M Carleton

19 Fundraiser for David Shanks

26 B&C Domville

March

4 Guides

26 Mo & Margaret

March

4 Sybil & Janet
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February

Monday 6 3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

Tuesday 7 1.30-3.30pm Jewellery Mkg. (Circle)

1.30-3.30pm Flower Arranging (MLR)

7.30pm Sefton Ladies Choir (Circle)

7.30pm Meditation (SMR)

8.00pm Bible Study (Church)

Wednesday 8 12.00-2.00pm Getting Started (Circle)

3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

7.30pm Emotions Anon (SMR)

7.30pm Finance & Property (Circle)

Thursday 9 9.30-11.30am Toddlers (Hall & Circle)

2.30pm Ladies Fellowship (Circle)

Friday 10 2.00-4.00pm Carers Group (MLR)

Saturday 11 9.00am Church Walk

Monday 13 3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

Tuesday 14 1.30-3.30pm Jewellery Mkg (Circle)

1.30-3.30pm Flower Arranging (MLR)

7.30pm Sefton Ladies Choir (Circle)

7.30pm Meditation (SMR)

8.00pm Open House-A visit to the Antique & Collectors

Fair-Betty Hayhurst (MLR)

Wednesday 15 12.00-2.00pm Getting Started (Circle)

10.00-5.00pm Sefton PCT Creative Alternatives (MLR)

3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

7.30pm Emotions Anon (SMR)

7.30pm Church Council (Church)

Thursday 16 10.00-5.00pm Sefton PCT Creative Alternatives (MLR)

Friday 17 2.00-4.00pm Carers Group (MLR)

Saturday 18 All day Stamp Fair

Monday 20 3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

Tuesday 21 1.30-3.30pm Jewellery Mkg.(Circle)

Church Diary Edna Gilmour
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Tuesday 21 1.30-3.30pm Flower Arranging (MLR)

7.30pm Sefton Ladies Choir (Circle)

7.30pm Meditation (SMR)

8.00pm Bible Study (Church)

Wednesday 22 12.00-2.00pm Getting Started (Circle)

3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

7.30pm Emotions Anon. (SMR)

Thursday 23 9.30-11.30am Toddlers (Hall & Circle)

2.30pm Ladies Fellowship (Circle)

Friday 24 2.00-4.00pm Carers Group (MLR)

Sunday 26 3.00-5.00pm Guides (Hall & Circle)

Monday 27 3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

Tuesday 28 1.30-3.30pm Jewellery Mkg. (Circle)

1.30-3.30pm Flower Arranging (MLR)

7.00pm Badminton (Hall)

7.30pm Sefton Ladies Choir (Circle)

7.30pm Meditation (SMR)

8.00pm Open House-'Life as a Prison Chaplain'-

Rev.Katy Canty (MLR)

Wednesday 29 12.00-2.00pm Getting Started (Circle)

3.00-6.00pm Kumon (Circle)

7.30pm Emotions Anon (SMR)

March

Thursday 1 9.30-11.30am Toddlers (Hall & Circle)

2.30pm Ladies Fellowship (Circle)

7.30pm Worship Group (Church)

Friday 2 2.00-4.00pm Carers Group (MLR)

2.00pm Women’s World Day of Prayer (Church & Hall)

Saturday 3 7.30pm Sports Club Quiz at Ravenmeols Community

Centre
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FORMBY METHODIST SPORTS CLUB

QUIZ NIGHT

AT

RAVENMEOLS COMMUNITY CENTRE

ON SATURDAY 3rd MARCH 2012

STARTING AT 7.30pm PROMPT

BRING YOUR OWN REFRESHMENTS

TICKETS £4 PER PERSON

MAXIMUM 8 PER TEAM

FOR TICKETS PLEASE CONTACT:

Enquiries@formbymethodistchurch.org.uk


